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November 24, 2020 
 
Dear Octorara School Community, 
 
     After a great deal of consideration, data analysis, and deliberation, I am writing to let 
you know that it is necessary to transition the Octorara Area School District to remote 
learning beginning Monday, November 30, 2020. There are several compelling reasons 
that require I take this action. 
 

1. Substantial Level of Community Transmission (County): For the second 
week in the row, the Pennsylvania Department of Education, the Pennsylvania 
Department of Health, and the Chester County Health Department have 
designated Chester County as having a substantial level of community 
transmission for COVID-19. When such a level is reached for two consecutive 
weeks, the recommendation is to transition to remote learning. 
 

2. Substantial Level of Community Transmission (Local): The local level of 
community transmission has also reached the substantial category. Case counts 
and positivity rates continue to rise in the municipalities served by the Octorara 
Area School District. 
 

3. Impact of Travel Advisory:  Pennsylvania’s COVID-19 Travel Advisory went 
into effect on Friday, November 20th. 
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Travelers.asp 
Anyone traveling out of state is required to present a negative COVID test result 
before returning to school or work, or quarantine for 14 days upon return. This 
advisory will not only impact the district’s ability to staff in person learning, it will 
also have a negative impact on students who will miss school due to 
quarantining. Monitoring the travel advisory is an impossible task, as the 
administration simply cannot control what families and staff do over the holidays.  
 

4. New Guidance from PDE and DOH: On Monday, November 23rd the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education and the Department of Health released 
more restrictive guidance and recommendations regarding thresholds for COVID-
19 cases in schools and when to close a particular building. As some of this new 
guidance is in conflict with recommendations Octorara currently follows from the 
Chester County Health Department, additional time is needed to align mitigation 
strategies to ensure the district follows what PDE, DOH, and CCHD expects. 

Updated – Recommendations for Pre-K to 12 Schools Following 
Identification of a Case(s) of COVID-19 
   

     Octorara Junior Senior High School will continue in remote learning through Friday, 
December 11, 2020. Administration will re-evaluate the situation and make a 
recommendation about next steps at the school board’s December 7th meeting. Mr. 
Brooks, Jr. Sr. High School Principal,  will provide additional information to families when 
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remote classes resume on Monday, November 30th. This continuation of the remote 
learning program also includes the suspension of all in person athletics and 
extracurricular activities pending a discussion with the board at their December 7th 
meeting. The Homeland Security and Protective Services Academy, CCIU cross district 
classrooms, and TCHS programs will remain open for in person learning. Please watch 
your email for updates from administration about transportation and class schedules. 
 
     Octorara Primary Learning Center, Octorara Elementary School, and Octorara 
Intermediate School will transition to remote learning beginning Monday, November 30, 
2020 through Friday, December 11, 2020. Administration will re-evaluate the situation 
and make a recommendation about next steps at the December 7th school board 
meeting. Building principals will be in touch with families this week to ensure students 
are prepared to engage in remote learning on Monday, November 30th.  
    
     Administration fully understands the importance and benefits of in-person instruction, 
and our goal is to remain in-person, as much as possible, with mitigation efforts in place. 
Decisions about district operations have not been easy, obvious, or simple. While I 
receive emails every day imploring me to “do the right thing,” everyone’s version of what 
is ‘right’ is very different. Guidance changes like the wind. Through it all staff and 
students continue to do an incredible job of navigating extremely challenging 
circumstances.  
 
     This Thanksgiving I am grateful for your patience, flexibility, and continued support of 
the Octorara Area School District. I appreciate the care and concern you continue to 
show to the staff and ask that you remember to share student health information with the 
school nurses while the district operates remotely.  Best wishes for a safe and healthy 
holiday.     
     

Sincerely, 
Michele M. Orner, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

 


